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EDITORIAL
Grateful acknowledgment is made to 
Zosia Edwards, vice president of Chicago 
chapter ASWA, and to Process Color Plate 
Co., Incorporated, for cuts used in repro­
ducing the photographs of national officers 
of the two societies in this issue.
LEGISLATION
Jean Colavecchio, AWSCPA legislative 
chairman (see back cover for address) 
asks members of both societies to watch 
their local papers for news of legislation or 
proposed legislation affecting accountants 
and to forward clippings of such items to 
her for appropriate action by the legislative 
committees.
The appeal of the Bercu case will probably 
be argued before the New York State Court 
of Appeals early in April.
CONGRATULATIONS
Heloise Brown, immediate past president 
of AWSCPA, has been appointed by the 
American Institute of Accountants to be 
an official delegate to the First Inter-Amer­
ican Conference on Accounting in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, May 18-22.
Elizabeth Peck, a member of AWSCPA, 
was recently elected to the City Council of 
Meridan, Mississippi.
DETECTION OF IRREGULARITIES
For a dozen examples of things to watch 
out for in an audit, read The Wily Wilby, 
an article in the January 1st and January 
8th issues of The New Yorker about an 
exceedingly cool and painstaking embezzler 
who duped a great many people but still 
failed to achieve the perfect crime.
NEW CHAPTERS
ASWA is doing a roaring business in new 
chapters: San Diego, Louisville, and Hol­
land, Michigan.
Copyright, 1949, by American Woman’s
* * *
The priceless ingredient of tact is sin­
cerity. Change your oil, Mister?
DANGEROUS WORDS
Much may be said about the tone of re­
ports and the methods of expressing such 
delicate matters as criticisms, defalcations, 
etc.
The accountant must, unfortunately, cri­
ticize-—and, in practice, it is found that the 
mildest words of criticism can release un­
told furies. On this account alone the ac­
countant’s training in the use of words 
will pay off a hundredfold. We cannot with­
hold important truths, however unpalatable 
they may be, but we can make our criticisms 
and recommendations in as inoffensive a 
manner as is consistent with truthfulness.
Such words and phrases as errors, mis­
takes, time is wasted, shortages, careless­
ness, etc., are fightin’ words and it is well 
to learn early in life harmless but effective 
substitutes for them. The impersonal atti­
tude is what counts. Instead, for instance, 
of saying that “John Jones made false en­
tries in the books and abstracted the funds,” 
if we say that “entries for cash collections 
appear in customers’ accounts for which no 
corresponding entries appear in the cash 
book,” we shall be on infinitely safer ground. 
After all, that’s all we know, isn’t it?
And we could spoil our welcome in an 
office by saying that “too many accounts 
are carried in one ledger and consequently 
a great deal of time is wasted in looking for 
errors at the end of the month.” The same 
thought could be expressed with less edge 
in this manner: “Much of the checking in­
cident to balancing could be eliminated if 
the accounts were divided into several sec­
tions with a controlling account for each 
section.”
Jennie M. Palen
Society of Certified Public Accountants.
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